
THE HILLS OF HOME
DEEP FUNDED VINYLS PROJECT  (http://dementiavoices.org.uk/)

DEEP awarded us £2000 to personalise care spaces with images taken or selected by people 
living in care settings. This was in direct response to conversations about magnolia care centre 
walls, missing living outside and particularly missing the view from the kitchen window.

Blar Buidhe Care Centre, Stornoway

This piece ‘Lazy Corner’ is a collaboration between Norman Mackay, Jon Macleod and Ruaraidh 
Macleod. Norman spoke about Lazy Corner, the place at Stornoway Harbour where men would sit 
and ‘tell lies’, as he put it. Jon imaged the Harbour with Norman, coming up with an image that was 
very colourful. It was felt too colourful for the corridor where it would go and we were requested to 
provide it in grayscale, so we took the question to the DEEP gathering in Edinburgh, ‘How 
important is colour to orientate us within an image, specifically relating to dementia?’ and the 
responses came back ‘Don’t fade me out, I am living right now, in full colour!’ ‘Colour is important, 
with my depth perception not so good.’ We took the question back to Norman and he felt that some 
aspects of the image were more important to him than others, so we took it to Designer Ruaraidh 
Macleod and he coloured only Norman’s important parts of the image. Norman used to sit and look 
‘out’ of his image as a window. Sadly, Norman has since passed away but his image and story has 
been shared in Edinburgh and Stockport, in the Stornoway Gazette and will be featured in a DEEP 
article. 
https://dfclanntair.wordpress.com/2017/06/06/visiting-norman/

St Brendan’s Care Home, Barra
Duncan Mackinnon worked with every resident in the 
home to select a favourite or important image of Barra for 
their wall. Collaboratively, everyone chose this image of 
Castlebay from Duncan’s own photographic collection for 
the entrance to the home. 

Erisort Ward. Western Isles Hospital, Stornoway
Alex Boyd worked with many people in Western Isles Hospital, Stornoway, over several weeks, 
providing mood images for conversation, developing that conversation into taking specific images 
and offering them for discussion and eventually a body of 12 images was whittled down from the 
original 36 for a vote. We voted with stickers and with conversations, a twitter event and a public 
voting gallery at the Hospital Cafe. Eventually, the final three images were cropped to suit the size 
of the wall and passed around the hospital one last time to show the completed dimensions and 

http://dementiavoices.org.uk/
https://dfclanntair.wordpress.com/2017/06/06/visiting-norman/


this image was selected. One of the men on the ward at the time acted as Foreman for the 
installation.
https://dfclanntair.wordpress.com/2017/10/18/installing-the-erisort-deep-vinyl/ (LINK)

Benbecula Hospital
Again, this image was a collaborative selection through a voting process from people in hospital. 
This is about to be installed by Hebridean Graphics.

Since the Installations:
Since the installations, the hospital vinyl has inspired many conversations and has provided a 
backdrop for the many sessions we have held on the ward. Sadly, we lost Norman but he did sit 
looking ‘out’ of ‘his’ window to the harbour every day. He immensely enjoyed the conversations 
people had with him about the piece of art. We toured the smaller version of ‘Lazy Corner’ around 
‘Doing Dementia Differently’ in Stockport, at the DEEP gathering in Edinburgh and at various 
smaller events. The feedback was tremendous and quite tear-jerking. The vinyl in the hospital has 
inspired a new vinyl, which we supported, at the hospital Sanctuary Space. (LINK)

Budget:

Alex Boyd Vinyl - Erisort Ward, Western Isles Hospital, Stornoway. £1400
Jon Macleod/Norman Mackay vinyl, Blar Buidhe  £ 180
Smaller print for promotion  £   70
Barra Castlebay print  £ 145
Barra images for each person  £ 180
Benbecula print & Install  £ 260

______
Total    £2235

We overspent by around 10% for two reasons:
The smaller promotional print wasn’t something I considered in the original application but 
it was a very useful tool to take around to groups and conferences/gatherings to talk about 
the work and the process. This went on to the marketing budget.

The Benbecula print needed to be installed by the local printer because of the timescale to 
use a local print company. We felt it important to use a local printer but this did cause a 
delay, which meant that our Creative Carer post was over and we needed to contract the 
printer to undertake the install. I put this cost on to the contingency of the main budget 
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